
“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours” 
  

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 
 

LIFELINE 
 

 

 
   
 

WEST FARLEIGH EVENTS DIARY 
 

Tues 8th Sept  7.00pm Fireworks meeting Good Intent 

Sat 12th Sept All day Ride and Stride 

Mon 21st Sept 7.30pm Parish Council meeting 

Fri 9th Oct 10am Water colour Workshop (see ad p.2) 

Sat 10th Oct 7pm Quiz Night in the church 

Sun 11th Oct 9.30am Harvest Festival in church 

Fri 6th Nov 6pm onwards Farleigh Fireworks 

 
 

Written, managed, and distributed freely by West Farleigh residents. Edition 601 
Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan, Sue Birchall, Katie O’Connor 

Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk  Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

Deadline for the next issue is September 20th 
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GARDENING NOTES BY TINA WOODHAMS 
  

The hot temperatures experienced during August has meant that our 

garden plants and produce have peaked earlier this year, and the wheat 

harvest is reported to be running around three weeks ahead of normal 

timescales. Water security is becoming increasingly a topic for discussion. 

 

The turning of the season into September brings fewer daylight hours and 

although still warm, cooler temperatures and mistier mornings.  This 

weather may be more agreeable to us so make the most of your garden! 

There’s still much to be harvested and stored for the winter months, and plans to be started for 

the year ahead. 

 

It’s time to lift your maincrop potatoes and dry before storing – use hessian or 

paper sacks and keep in a cool, dark place away from nibbling rodents! Ensure 

that your potatoes are all undamaged as you store them, it can take only one 

rotten tuber to spread disease throughout the entire crop. 

 

Fruits of squash and pumpkin ready for harvest next month should be raised off 

the surface of the soil to keep them away from dampness and avoid slug damage.  Removing 

leaves from the plants will allow the sun to ripen the skins and increase air circulation between 

the fruits. 

 

Courgettes are prone to die off at this time however keep them cropping longer by watering 

beneath the leaves to lessen the risk of powdery mildew. 

Use up any remaining seeds of mixed lettuce and spinach by sowing in a protected area or in 

containers to give you a further harvest before winter, remembering to protect from slugs and 

snails which will emerge once the soil becomes damp again. 

 

You may be lucky enough to still have annual bedding plants, if so keep on dead heading and 

feeding once a week to encourage them to provide a display into the autumn.  Biennials such as 

wallflowers and dianthus are available (sometimes in bare root form) and if planted now will give 

you a reliable source of colour in the spring. 

 

Mulching your borders is a really good method of conserving water in 

the soil. In preparation for the autumn leaf fall, get ahead of the game 

and create a leaf mould bin which will in the future provide you with a 

low-cost way to improve your garden soil. 

Spring flowering bulbs will now be available for purchase and depending 

on variety can be planted from September onwards. So treat yourselves and look forward to 

creating a splash of colour for next year! 

 

We may have experienced dry, brown lawns during the past few weeks but there’s the wonderful 

colours of autumn to look forward to……………… 

 

HAPPY GARDENING! 
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WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 2026 

 

Congratulations to everyone (Big and Small!) who entered the competition, it was 
great to see so many displays of different heights, shapes and sizes of flowers 
around the village. 
The winners this year are: 
Youngsters - 16 years and under:  Lucas Norman - height 3m, 58cm 
Not so Youngsters - over 16 years: Den and Sue O’Donnell – height 3m, 32cm. 
There was also a close runner up in the adult category from Brian and Mary Ann 
Davies at a height of 3m, 22cm. 
Trophies were presented to the winners along with pottery sunflower cane tops, 
hand crafted by Shazpots and a sunflower frame created by Fiz Mead, all generously 
donated. All entrants received a lucky dip sunflower gift and chocolates. 
Well done everybody! We look forward to seeing you all again next year! 
G & T 

 
 

 
Have you seen the Sunflowers on the 
letterboxes?? 
 
The craft club have again been having fun creating 
village appropriate post box toppers. The theme for 
these creations was inspired by the fabulous 
sunflower competition held by Gabby and Tina, 
one of the prizes for the winners was made by one 
of our members Fiz. 
 
We meet every Monday at the GI from 6pm, there 
is a group of us, not all of whom come every week 
and all with various craft interests and levels of 
ability. Please feel free to pop along, it's free and 
there is no obligation. 
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HOPPING DOWN IN KENT 
September used to be 
buzzing with tractors, 
carts and  
pickers all along the river 
from East Farleigh to 
Yalding. Hops have a 
distinctive smell, very 
soothing (You can get 
hop pillows to help you 
sleep), the village and 
surrounding area had a 
very pleasant aroma! 
Many of the villagers 
used to go hop picking. 
Extra help came down 
from the East End of 
London and they camped 
in Hoppers huts. They 
earned some money and 
had a holiday in the fresh air. 
 
There’s a good article on the village website, thefarleighs.co.uk with photos and a 
BBC clip of hop pickers on Tutsham Farm.  
 
Breweries started using imported hops and the gardens declined. The Great Storm 
of 1987 damaged the remaining gardens beyond repair.     
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12th September 
Every year you will see groups of people and individuals cycling and walking around 
Kent, going from church to church. They are being sponsored to raise money for 
their own church and for other churches in need. All Saints West Farleigh has 
received a grant in the past. It’s an interesting experience. Hundreds of churches of 
all denominations open their doors, and many put out biscuits and refreshments for 
the riders and walkers. You can pick your route. Have you visited the abandoned St 
Michaels at Royden or the Salvation Army in East Peckham or the magnificent All 
Saints next to the Archbishops Palace? You can keep fit and travel through time all  
in a good cause. 
 
If you would like to walk or ride your bike around, email Helen, who will get a 
sponsorship form to you.  helenappledore@gmail.com PS. Or just sponsor yourself! 
PPS. If you are unable to walk or ride, why not sponsor someone who can,  or come 
and sit in the church to welcome and sign in visitors. Again email Helen. 

  

mailto:helenappledore@gmail.com
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM BECKY PARNHAM 
Well, here we are, it's September, the first month of autumn. I'm 
writing this as we appear to be towards the end of a 5th heatwave 
and have experienced the 'joy' of hearing national wildfire alerts on 
our mobile phones as so many areas of our country have suffered 
losses caused by fires. 
 
I'm hoping that things are a bit cooler by the time you are reading 
this, but fear that the pattern of our lives is going to have to 
become very different if we are to cope with ongoing weather 
extremes affecting us every year. I'm not a scientist, I don't know if 
it will be possible to reverse these changes and be able to enjoy 
our temperate climate once again, but I do have hope that no 
matter what, if we work together we will be able to adapt to make life 
bearable for all. 
I draw this hope from my faith and trust in Jesus. I believe that there is intrinsic good in each 
of us and that we are built to live in relationship with all. 
 
I know that not everyone shares my faith but I hope that everyone shares the strong desire 
to live a life that improves the world around them.  
 

So here's to embracing changes, looking for the positives, and living in harmony with each other 

and the natural world.  Best wishes, Becky 

 

SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
 
Sunday 13th September 9.30am Communion                               Lorna Faulkner 
Sunday 27th September 
Sunday 11th October 

9.30am 
    9.30am 

Morning Worship 
Harvest Festival                    

David Jones 
David Jones 

 
 

LITTLE ANGELS 
A mother and toddler group in West Farleigh Church 1pm every Friday in term 
time. From babies to pre-schoolers. Mums, Dads, Grandmothers, 
Grandfathers and carers all welcome. Coffee for adults, lots of toys and fun 
for the youngster.  
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THE ANNUAL VILLAGE CRICKET MATCH 

(President’s XI vs Indian Orthodox XI) 
Is it going to rain? No, it’s 

brightening up! 

 
The Indian Orthodox Church XI won 
the toss and elected to bat first on a 
very dry and dusty wicket and scored 
117 from their 20 overs, aided by 
some lusty blows from their no. 4 
batsman, who top scored with 46. 
The President's XI were disciplined 
in the field, led by George Taylor's 
sharp off-spin, which yielded 5 
wickets.  
 
Following a lengthy 'tea' break in 
which the players attended the bar 

and BBQ, the President's XI chased down the total with 13 balls to spare, thanks to 
contributions from all the batters. A wonderful occasion thoroughly enjoyed by both sets of 
players, with the President's XI retaining the cup this year!  

 
After last years “washout” many villagers 
attended, sat in the sun, drank Pimms, eat 
BBQ food, Biryani and Samosas, 
occasionally watching the cricket. “What’s 
the score?”     
There was a wonderful array of Raffle 
prizes, kindly donated by local businesses 
and our generous supporters. We thank 
them very much as the Raffle is a key part 
of the fundraising on the day. 
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West Farleigh Parish Council Report  
 
Meeting: Monday 20th July 2026 
Next Meeting: Monday 21st Sept 2026 at 7.30pm 
Public Discussion 
The following items were raised: 
The funding for the Tommy Statues engraving 
KCC verges in a poor state in various places 
through West Farleigh and the number of verges in 
general in the village that are overgrown. 
Council Meeting 
The transfer of the Village Green is progressing. 
There have been complaints of a child using a 
quad bike on the Green which is strictly prohibited.  
It has been reported to Kent Police. 
There is an Enforcement Presentation on the 30th 
September at 7.30pm held in Harrietsham (ME17 
1AP).  Any residents interested in finding out about 
enforcement and how to report planning issues are 
welcome to attend.   
Mrs Lisa Taylor has been co-opted as a Parish Councillor.   
 
The full minutes can be reviewed on the West Farleigh Parish Council website.   

 
LOCAL TRADES 
D. Ward Plumbing & Heating  
Darren Ward 
07973 314266 
darren@dward.biz 

Castle Portable Loo Hire  
castleportableloohire. 
co.uk 
Steve Millsom 
07990 606067 
castleplh@gmail.com 

Top Dog Fencing and Gates 
Sam Morton 
07709 530166 
Topdogmaintenance@icloud.com 

Firefly Payroll Services 
fireflypayroll.com 
Jason Har 
01622 934110 
enquiries@fireflypayroll.com 

No Muck'in About 
Professional and affordable 
cleaning services 
Sarah Dunn 
07885 634559 
nomuckinabout@outlook.com 

Heathside Electrical 
heathsideelectrical.co.uk 
Sam Sephon 
07976 895001 
heathsideelectrical@gmail.com 

 

TONY KITKAT 

With sadness we announce the death of Tony Kitkat from Oliver North 

House, Charlton Lane. 

Our thoughts and heartfelt condolences go out to his family and friends. 

Tony was a well known and respected member of he community, noted 

for his kindness and great sense of humour. His funeral arrangements are 

to be finalised in due course. 
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WEST FARLEIGH FIREWORKS 
2026 

A group of villagers met in the pub (where 
else!). 

It was agreed that there was probably 
enough interest in the village to put on a 
Village Firework display this year. The 
Sports Club are happy to help with advice 
and equipment etc BUT NOT run it (as 
they have done so well for a decade) 

We have an organising committee, 
chaired by Jeannett Bellamy (thank you, 
Jeannett). 

We would love to hear from anyone else in 
the village who could come along to help 
set up and clear away. For example, could 
you marshal traffic on the evening? Or 
check tickets on the gate? Or round up 
lost children and do one of many other 
jobs we have not thought of yet!? 

To sign up, text 07884 243125 or email 
jeannettbellamy@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Please volunteer and persuade others to 
volunteer with you. It’s our fireworks! 

All supporters welcome to the next Meeting:  7pm on Tuesday 8th September 2026 
in The Good Intent. 

Look in next month’s Lifeline to see how you can buy tickets 

.  

  

mailto:jeannettbellamy@yahoo.co.uk
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THE EVERGREENS 

Ray Morris (the birdman) came and spoke to us,  
(The Cockney Sparrer where’s he gorn)! 
A very interesting talk which included reference to the Rat and 
Sparrow Club, which used to meet in the White House pub in 

West Farleigh.  (There is an interesting article on the village website about this club on 
thefarleighs.co.uk.) 
 
Tuesday 8th September, Sue Walsh will be telling us about and demonstrating the 
concertina, followed by afternoon tea. We are hoping to have had or going to have a BBQ 
lunch. Weather, Government and Chef permitting! 
 
If you are retired (our members range in age from their 60s to their early 90s) and would like 
to come along and enjoy our hospitality and company twice a month, ring Helen on  
07710 442971 or email Katie at katieeth66@gmail.com.  
 
If you live in East or West Farleigh we can offer transport to and from the WI Hall where we 
meet in East Farleigh. Otherwise, you are still very welcome, but will need to bring yourself! 

 

 
Pete and Den's Fun Quiz Night 
Saturday 10th October, 7.00pm at West Farleigh Church in aid of The 
Evergreens.  Super raffle and prizes to be won! 
 
Tickets cost just £5 per person. Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. 
To reserve your place please contact Sue O'Donnell on 07429 491022  
  

  

mailto:katieeth66@gmail.com
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SPORTS REPORT BY TEL BAINES 

 
 FOOTBALL             Our friendlies are well underway, our season begins on the 5th 

September. There are regular training sessions, we are always 

looking for new players, please get in touch if you are 
interested 

 

NETBALL  Our girls kick off their winter season on the 1st September. Lets 
hope all goes well and they have another enjoyable season 

 
 
 

 

CRICKET                                 Our 1st  X1 began last month losing at home to Outwood, next 
we played Farningham and had a fine victory winning by over 
100 runs! Our good form continued when we defeated 
Locksbottom, when we chased down a 224 run score line. 
Lastly we brought down to earth when we were away by being 
soundly beaten by Bearsted. 

 Meanwhile our 2nd X1have had just the two games. We started 
with a  thumping defeat against Speldhurst (305&170)However 
our second gamewas a cracker, versus Bidborough, at one 
stage we were 108-8 but ended with a brilliants 260! We 
eventually won by 58 runs.  

   
 
CLUB NEWS 

 

Our annual football tour took place away in Ringstedt this year, at the end of July. Our 

German hosts were as good as ever, even if we had to drink a lot of their beer! We had the 

usual mix of a street party, an all night party at their football hut and a lovely meal at a local 

restaurant. But, most important of all is our friendship between our clubs. 
 

This month’s lucky winners were: 
 

    102     Ian Payne  £30 

73       David Swan                 £20 
37       Lance Boseley             £10  

 
 Yours in sport, Tel (07761 355518) 

 

Taking your phone to the match? Why not send your pictures of our sportsmen in 

action to editor@thefarleighs.co.uk. We will credit you.  

 

We say this every month, we very rarely get sent any photos. How about a photo of 

the Netball girls in action? More sports news on www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/ 

mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/
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Our monthly meeting in August coincided with the solar 

eclipse, and so we all took our eclipse glasses outside where we 

watched it together. Once the main event was over, we came 

indoors for our monthly meeting where the activity was “Eat 

Well for Less”, a taste test where, among other things, we 

discovered the delights of Lidl’s jams and confirmed that Doritos 

really are the best tortilla chips (or that could just be me!)  

As well as our monthly meetings, we continue to offer a wide 

variety of activities and social events for local women. We have an active arts and crafts group, 

which meets on Tuesday mornings in the WI Hall, where our members can learn new skills or 

continue to work on their personal projects. We are currently making wet-felted bags but I’m 

sure it won’t be long before our attention moves to Christmas 

crafting. 

Our darts group continues to meet at the Good Intent every 

Monday and our quiz team takes part in the Tickled Trout 

charity quiz each month. This month our book group 

discussed Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel Joyce, which was 

well received, and we are now reading “The Offing” by 

Benjamin Myers. Our Film Club is still working its way 

through the Downton Abbey series of movies before 

deciding on our must-watch films for the Autumn.  

 

We also have an active lunch group, which does the rounds of local hostelries and eateries, and a 

walking group, as well as other regular opportunities for socialising with friends. We are 

currently looking forward to a taster session at Loose Bowls Club. 

Our monthly meetings continue to be the second Wednesday of each month, 6.45pm for a 

7.00pm start at the WI Hall in East Farleigh. At our September meeting we will be continuing the 

food theme by having a talk about chocolate. 

We are open to women of all ages and new members are always welcome. Check out our 

Facebook page, email us at TheFarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk, or just pop into our next meeting where 

we can guarantee tea, cake and a warm welcome.  

Lynn Stout 

President, The Farleighs WI 
          

mailto:TheFarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk


Page 14 

 

FLYING AROUND THE FARLEIGHS  

It’s That Time of Year Again. 

 
“Where are they? My garden’s normally full of birds, but now there 

are hardly any!” So goes the most asked question of birdwatchers at 

this time of year. And with good reason. At the very time when the 

country’s bird population is probably at its greatest with all this 

year’s youngsters swelling the total, not only have the birds gone 

quiet, but they’ve also deserted our garden feeders too. 

 

There’s a perfectly simple explanation. To begin with, Nature is 

providing a veritable smorgasbord of food: insects, seeds, berries and 

fruits of all kinds fill the hedgerows so suddenly the sunflower hearts and fat balls may seem less 

appealing to our regular garden visitors, and the smaller, or less dominant, birds don’t have to 

queue for their turn when there is so much available in the nearby bushes. 

And a nearby bush, especially if it’s a thorny bramble, sloe or hawthorn, is a good place to be for 

many birds as most are now moulting. Not only does the cover afford food within easy reach, but 

it also means safety from predators at a time when birds’ flying is impaired because they don’t 

have a full set of flight feathers. They can still fly, but not so well as each wing could have three 

or four feathers either missing or not fully grown. Their body feathers are all being systematically 

replaced too, and this all adds to the energy requirement for new feather growth, so sitting quietly 

frees up the calories for it. 

 

It has to be said that they don’t look their best either - a bit tatty, if we’re honest. Young starlings 

still have a mixture of brown juvenile feathers sticking out of their iridescent adult plumage; 

normally smart robins can look as though they’ve been in a stand-off with another robin that 

ended in fisticuffs; and a bald-headed blackbird that may have finally finished raising its second 

or even third brood appearing to gone ten rounds with ‘our ‘Enery’ (remember him?). 

A moulting ,,,,In a matter of weeks though, 

their smart new plumage will be ready for the 

rigours of migration for those that do it, or 

for surviving an English winter (whatever that 

may turn out to be like) for those that don’t. 

The robin, furthermore, unique among our 

garden visitors, will then be singing its 

mournful autumn song in preparation for 

establishing its winter territory. Autumn will 

be well underway. 

Ray Morris 

 

 

(Note: Once again the Editors have found me wanting with no copy ready for their deadline: I 

wrote the above for the September 2020 East Farleigh Grapevine. I make no apologies as it’s 

one thing at least in this world of rapid change that remains constant!)  
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