
 

 
“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours” 

 
 

  
Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 

                    LIFELINE 
 

WEST FARLEIGH EVENTS DIARY 
 

Sat 8th August 12pm – 8pm Tickled Trout Braai and Bands BBQ 

Sat 15th August All day Whole village Sunflower measuring 

Sun 16th Aug Play starts at 
1pm 

Cricket ground Annual Village Cricket and BBQ 

Sat 29th Aug  5.30 start Good Intent Chicory Tip 

Sat 29th Aug  11am – 8pm Tickled Trout Farleigh Fest (free entry)  

Monday 21st 
Sept 

7.30pm Dandelion Time Parish Council meeting 

 
 

Written, managed, and distributed freely by West Farleigh residents. Edition 600 
Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan, Sue Birchall, Katie O’Connor 

Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk  Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

Deadline for the next issue is 20th August
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Watercolour 
              WORKSHOPS 

Sat 11 July     Painting Kingfishers  

Fri 18 Sept    Painting Hares  

Sat 19 Sept   Watercolour Techniques 

All Workshops are 10am – 1pm 

Smiths Hill Oast,  
Smiths Hill    

                  West Farleigh   ME15 0PG 
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GARDENING NOTES BY TINA WOODHAM 
 
August is known as the Harvest Month and is said to be named in 
honour of the Roman Emperor, Augustus. The 1st August is 
recognised as Lammas day, the festival of the beginning of 
harvest when the first sheaf of corn was offered and blessed in the 
church and loaves baked from the flour of the first grains. 
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the great drought of 1976 
where temperatures regularly hit the mid-30s and much of the 
country suffered a lack of rain for 45 days. Sounding familiar? 
 
Heat and humidity creates a favourable environment for insect pests. Aphids are active this 
time of year and ladybirds will happily feed on a wide variety of small insects and insect 
eggs. Encourage them into the garden by companion planting with 
marigolds and nasturtiums. 
 
It goes without saying that continued watering is an essential task this 
month along with regular deadheading to keep pots and perennials in 
tip top condition. Don't forget to treat them to a weekly liquid feed!  Water slowly, directly into 
the soil to get to the root system and not onto the leaves. Fill the pot to the rim and let it soak 
into the soil before repeating. If the surface of the soil is dry, the water will overflow over the 
top of the pot and be wasted. It’s important to keep the soil healthy – so don’t oversaturate it 
as this will flush out essential nutrients. Grouping pots together will increase the air humidity 
in that area. 
In the borders some of the early summer flowering plants may be looking past their best, so 
boost colour in the garden by planting up containers with new fuchsia, dahlia or tall late 
perennials which can then be strategically placed into any empty gaps. Once finished, the 
pots can be emptied and dug directly into the border for colour next year. 
Prune wisteria, cutting back the whippy green shoots of the current year’s growth to 5 or 6 
leaves. 
 
August is a busy time for harvesting edibles. Regular cropping of vegetables, especially 
courgettes, beans, peas and salads will encourage further produce. 
Remove the bottom leaves from your tomato plants to ensure good air 
circulation and allowing the sun to ripen the fruits. The hotter weather 
makes tomatoes prone to blossom-end rot which is caused by an erratic 
supply of moisture, so ensure you water and feed on a regular basis. 
 
After harvesting summer fruiting raspberries, the spent canes may be cut to soil level leaving 
the new canes to develop for next year. 
 
Our gardens would not be complete nor function without wildlife. Keeping patches of longer 
grass in areas of your lawn will provide insect habitats and some shelter from the sun. 
August is a key month for butterflies and plants such as buddleja, dahlia and geranium offer 
a valuable source of nectar. 
 
HAPPY GARDENING! 



Page 4 

 

 

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 
 

It’s great to see so many sunflowers around the village 
this year! Don’t forget to enter yours into the tallest 
sunflower competition which will be judged on Saturday 
15 August. 
 
There are two categories, one for BIG people and one for 
those aged up to 16 years.  
 
Please let us know if you would like your sunflower(s) 
measured by either emailing your name and address to 
bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk or putting a note through the 
door of Hoppers Corner, or No.1 The Green, Charlton 
Lane asking us to ‘please measure your sunflower’.  
 
Please specify which category of the competition you are entering. 
 
Good Luck Everyone! 
 
Gabby and Tina 

 

mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM LAURA FAULKNER 
 
I’ve just been sitting in one of the churches having a cup of tea and 
chatting to a few different folk. It was a real oasis in my day which 
has been packed full of emails and phone calls and organising.  
 
I returned home to write this letter to you all and found myself 
revitalised and a little more energetic to complete the rest of the 
tasks on my list for the day.  
 
In another existence, I was a schoolteacher, and, as August approaches, I find myself 
naturally wanting to slow down and rest. It’s been 6 years since I last had school summer 
holidays, but I find my mind and body are still locked into that gentle rhythm I lived within for 
many years as a child, student, parent, and a teacher…U 
  
In the Old Testament, one of the first things in creation to be established were patterns: light 
and dark, night and day… and what came with that was a rhythm of rest. God rested from 
his labours and commanded humanity to make time to do the same. In both the Jewish, 
Christian, and Islamic faiths, observing a regular day of rest, is a rhythm of life taught and 
encouraged.  
 
In other world religions, while there may be no formal day of the week given over to rest, 
reflection and stepping out of the busyness of everyday life is considered vital to human 
flourishing.  
 
Science has proved the importance of rest – it is essential for our mental and physical 
health. When our bodies are resting and relaxed, our systems are able to do maintenance 
tasks, leading to improved blood pressure, better memory, better mental health, stronger 
immune systems… the list goes on.  
 
It is often said that we are called human beings, not human doings… Whether it’s a cruise or 
camping; a city-break or a country cottage; an hour in the garden or a quick coffee with 
friends… (an extra bit of sleep even!) the ability to ‘just be’ to exist – and yes, to rest is part 
of our design… we would all do well to enjoy it a bit more!  
 
May moments of rest, relaxation, restoration, recharge, and reflection bless you this month. 
  
Lorna   

 
SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS   
 

Sunday 9th August 9.30am                 Communion   Clinton Davies  

Sunday 23rd August 9.30am                Morning Worship                       Lorna Faulkner 

 
LITTLE ANGELS 

A mother and toddler group in West Farleigh Church 1pm every Friday in 
term time. From babies to pre-schoolers. Mums, Dads, Grandmothers, 
Grandfathers and carers all welcome. Coffee for adults, lots of toys and fun 
for the youngsters.  
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MAIDSTONE REPAIR CAFE 

Maidstone Repair Café is held at Lockmeadow Market Hall from 10:00am to 2:00pm on the 
first Saturday of most months throughout the year. 

The Maidstone Repair Café is a monthly community event where people bring broken 
household items to be repaired with help from skilled volunteers. It’s a friendly space to save 
things from landfill, learn new skills, and meet people who care about sustainability. 

The repair cafe is free to enter but voluntary contributions are welcomed for any repairs. 

What We Repair 

• Small electricals and gadgets 
• Bicycles and bicycle maintenance 
• Jewellery and craft items 
• Clothing and textiles 
• Furniture and wooden objects 
• Computers, IT equipment and toys 

…and more! 

Our team of volunteer repairers includes people with a variety of specialist skills — from 
sewing and electronics to woodworking and general fixes — all ready to help you give your 
items a new life. 

Come Along — No Booking Needed 

There’s no need to book ahead — just turn up on the day! The event is free to enter, and while 
repairs are offered without charge, voluntary contributions are welcomed to help cover 
running costs. 

Refreshments are available on site, so you can enjoy a coffee or a snack while your item is 
looked at. 

Article by Tony Walsh 

LOCAL TRADES 
 
Firefly Payroll Services 
fireflypayroll.com 
Jason Hart 
01622 934110 
enquiries@fireflypayroll.com 

No Muck'in About 
Professional and affordable 
cleaning services 
Sarah Dunn 
07885 634559 
nomuckinabout@outlook.com 

Heathside Electrical 
heathsideelectrical.co.uk 
Sam Sephon 
07976 895001 
heathsideelectrical@gmail.com 

D. Ward Plumbing & Heating  
Darren Ward 
07973 314266 
darren@dward.biz 

Castle Portable Loo Hire  
castleportableloohire. 
co.uk 
Steve Millsom 
07990 606067 
castleplh@gmail.com 

Top Dog Fencing and Gates 
Sam Morton 
07709 530166 
Topdogmaintenance@icloud.com 

6 

West Farleigh Poetry Group 
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The West Farleigh Poetry Group is one of our village’s varied activities. We meet regularly to 
discuss poetry written and published by both poets and our own members. 

 At our last meeting we read and discussed poetry relating to our chosen theme of emotions. 
The following short poem by the American poet Wendell Berry is a good example. 

 When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

  

West Farleigh Tommys 

 
These are now in production and will  
hopefully be with us in a few weeks. 
 
Application has been made to locate  
two at the entrance to West Farleigh  
in Lower Road and two will be placed 
in Charlton Lane at present. 
 

Thank you again to all who donated to this amazing cause, we should be very proud to 
be supporters of such a worthwhile charity. 
 

Notice from WF Parish Council 
 
A meeting has been arranged and is hosted by Harrietsham Parish Council entitled 
‘understanding planning enforcement’ on Wednesday 30 September at Harrietsham Village 
Hall starting at 7.30pm. This session is to be presented by Maidstone Borough Council 
planning enforcement team. It covers details of their work, what they can and can’t do and 
the processes and promises to be an informative evening. 
 
All residents of WF are welcome. If you would like to attend please email Amanda, the 

Parish Clerk at clerk@westfarleighparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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THE EVERGREENS   
 
We were expecting an interesting talk on Ian Fleming.  
 
Was he not only the author but also in real life James Bond 
007? This was to be an open meeting. Unfortunately, the 
husband of the speaker had been taken very ill, and she 
was unable to leave him. We met at WF church as work was 
being done at the WI Hall. 
 
We entertained ourselves, with interesting snippets from our 
lives. From moving into a house with a father who she had 

only met a few times as he had been in a Sanatorium. To creepy ghost stories. Lots of 
interesting snippets and lots of laughs. We don’t need speakers! 
 
On Aug 11th, Ray Morris will talk on “The loss of the Cockney Sparrer- where’s ‘e gorn?” 
We are hoping that we will have a BBQ on 25th, weather permitting. 
 
If you would like to join us contact Katie katieeth66@gmail.com or Helen 07710442971. 
 
If you live in the Farleighs, we can give you a lift. It you live elsewhere, you are still welcome, 
but you will need to get yourself there. 

 

FLYING AROUND THE FARLEIGHS  

Sheila’s Swifts 
 

Like many parish churches, East Farleigh’s has benefited 

over the years from the dedicated support of volunteers. 
Sheila Allchin has been one of them for more years than she 
cares to remember, happy to turn her hand to any task asked 
of her. Unbeknown to most, though, she also plays a 
significant part in conserving our local swift population 
centred, as it is in many villages, in the lofty nooks and 
crannies of our ancient church. 
 
Viewed by Christians and non-Christians alike - and those of no faith at all - swifts have a 
spiritual value in confirming that the cycle of nature continues, no small thing in a world 
dangerously close to climate breakdown. As poet Ted Hughes described their return:  
 

‘Look! They’re back! Look!’  
They’ve made it again, 
Which means the globe’s still working, the 
Creation’s 
Still waking refreshed. 

  
And Sheila’s contribution? Her regular presence in 
the building lets her alert me to the seemingly 
inevitable problem of a swift, nesting in the chancel 
roof, becoming trapped inside the church. Once 
inside, the birds are doomed to starve – COVID 

mailto:katieeth66@gmail.com
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was a disaster for birds trapped in locked-down churches as many perished. 
 
A few weeks ago, Sheila’s annual call came after Sunday morning’s service – all the more 
urgent as a Christening was due to take place at two that afternoon.  
It’s actually a simple task to rescue trapped swifts (providing you are suitably licenced by 
Natural England) and within the hour the unfortunate bird had been trapped, carefully 
examined and set free again. It turned out to be a female bird that was still incubating young, 
so another two lives were at stake. It also meant she was at least two years old and had 
probably been hatched in the same nest cavity, or nearby – there are four artificial swift nest 
boxes on the building’s north wall.  
 
Since fledging, therefore, she will 
have been permanently airborne for 
a remarkable two years at least, 
feeding, drinking and sleeping on 
the wing over central Africa and the 
southern hemisphere before 
returning to The Farleighs, even 
mating on the wing too, and 
eventually touching down to lay her 
two eggs in the Church. 
 
As with previously trapped birds, a 
ring with a unique number to 
identify her should she ever be re-
encountered was attached to her 
leg and she was released 
unharmed, immediately rejoining the small screaming group circling above the churchyard. 
For me, the privilege of holding such a delicate scrap of life in my hand is always spiritually 
uplifting. Given the Christening due to take place an hour or so later, it was easy to compare 
the spirituality of providing the swift with a renewed chance of life with that of the belief that 
baptism is also the start of a Christian life for a child.  
 
Let’s hope the infant’s life takes-off as joyfully as Sheila’s swift did! Thank you, Sheila. 
 
Ray Morris 

 

Our villagers have been busy………. 
 
Many readers will already be aware of the 
enormous amount of money that Helen 
Kirk-Brown has single-handedly raised for 
Cancer Research UK through her monthly 
quizzes held at the Tickled Trout over the 
last few years. 
 
In 2023, Helen added to the funds she 
was already raising by completing the 
Race for Life 10k in Mote Park. On July 
5th this year, she and I (Katie) took part in 
this event together after training since 
January to be able to cover the distance. 
Despite the hills and the heat, we crossed 
the line (83rd and 85th out of 219!) and 
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together have raised over £1,300! Thank you to all our friends, family, quiz participants and 
The Evergreens for your generous sponsorship! If you would like to donate, our Just Giving 
page (West Farleigh Runners) is still open for business and we would be most grateful! 
 

And that’s not all… 
 
The Good Intent Tyrants (otherwise known as GITs) completed the 5K Race for Life event 
held on 5 July at Mote Park, Maidstone. The team was made up of Steve, Hugh, Paul, Beckii 
and Tina, and a collective amount of £4,406 raised for Cancer Research. 
 
Thank you to everybody who so generously donated to this worthwhile cause, and to Steve 
and Pauline at the Good Intent for supporting us in raising funds. 
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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING  
 
On Friday 17th July The Changeling Theatre 
came to Elmscroft House, kindly hosted by 
Alex and Will, to put on their much 
acclaimed show.  
 
The show has been and is being shown at 
venues as all over Kent, this being the third 
year that Changeling Theatre has performed 
at Elmscroft. 
 
The weather was kind to us and over 130 
people came to the performance, both 
villagers and local visitors.  
 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’ is a comedy and the performance did not disappoint with 

much laughter in brilliant interaction 
with the audience. 
 
 
All agreed that it was a fantastic venue 
at which to host what was a funny and 
very enjoyable play.  
 
The event raised just over £500 which 
will be shared between the church, 
sports club and village events. 
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IN MEMORY OF TERENCE KEITH GEORGE 
22nd May- 2nd June 2026     

 
Terry was born in Lowestoft, one of six. Four brothers and a sister. 
He went to Lowestoft Technical Institute to train as an electrician. 
He moved to London with his father and it was here he met 
Evelyn, his future wife.  
He qualified as an electrician and joined London Transport, 
working at the power stations that powered the Underground. 
He continued his studies and ended up as a Shift Charge 
Engineer. There to fix faults in the middle of the night, knowing 
people has to get to work in the morning! 
 
They had two boys Russell and Stephen, they remember a Dad 
that listened before offering advice. They had a great family life with memorable holidays. 
Falling into the Norfolk Broads being one. He was a lifelong supported of Manchester United. 
Watching and dissecting the matches to whoever would listen. 
 
When he retired, he did not slow down, just changed gear. Moving to West Farleigh from 
Larkfield, he renovated the bungalow and became a keen gardener along with Evelyn who 
did the weeding!  He enjoyed his golf and his pubs, often to be found in the Good Intent or 
the Bull in West Malling. He helped Russell with his first motorbike. He also helped with the 
souped up Rover V8 which they both drove round Brand Hatch. Terry was much younger 
then 84!            
 
He and Evelyn enjoyed their grandchildren, rebuilding a motor bike with his grandson, 
allowing him to use his tools. 
 
The family have lots more stories and happy memories of Terry. A gentle man who loved life 
(and a whisky). 
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Annual Village Cricket Match and BBQ 

 
After last year’s (slightly!!) disappointing 
weather, we are hoping for a better show 
on Sunday 16th August for our annual 
cricket match and village BBQ. Play 
should start around 1pm and finish with 
the RAFFLE draw at 4.30pm. 
 
All are welcome, bring a blanket/chairs 
and enjoy the BBQ, donations bar and 
biriani. 

 
SPORTS REPORT BY TEL BAINES 
  

Cricket A mixed bag of results for our cricketers last month. The 1st 11 
started with a cracker losing to Hadlow by just one run! Next a 
loss to St Lawrence by seven wickets, gladly followed by a 
victory when we defeated Groombridge by an impressive 100 
runs. However, our remaining two fixtures last month ended in 
defeats against Chiddingstone by 8 wickets and Outwood.  

 
Meanwhile our 2nd 11 began with a 70 run victory over 
Sissinghurst followed by a loss of 4 wickets against 
Loddesdown and a victory of 40 runs over Flimwell. Finally, to 
carry on the sequence, chasing a Shoreham total of 301 we 
came well short ending up with 115 runs. 
 
It’s not too late if you’re thinking of playing, you would be more 
than welcome. 
 

Netball Our girls ended their summer season last month with three 
games. We began well beating a Comet side 30-25. 
Unfortunately, we lost the remaining two games against 
Alchemist 37-30 and Springboks 36-25. Overall another 
successful season finishing I think mid-table and now looking 
forward to the winter season which begins in early September.  

 
Football The new season is just around the corner, training is already 

organised, new and keen players are always wanted. If you 
know any budding players please get in touch 

 
Our lucky ton up winners last month were : 

 
 70  Tony Williams   £30 
 109  Marcus Lowe  £20 
 97 Kevin Shilling  £10 
 
 
Yours in sport Tel (07761 355518) 
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Farleighs WI 
 
At our monthly meeting in July, we were pleased to welcome 
David Barry with his talk entitled “Actors Behaving Badly”. David 
regaled us with the highlights of his acting career from working 
as a child actor in plays with Sir Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh to playing Frankie Abbott in the seventies sitcoms Please 

Sir! and The Fenn Street Gang. 
 
As well as our monthly meetings, we continue to offer a wide variety of activities and social 
events for local women. We have an active arts and crafts group, where our members can learn 
new skills or continue to work on their personal projects. We are busy catching up on our 
unfinished projects before starting wet-felted bags. 
 
Our darts group continues to meet at the Good Intent every Monday and 
our quiz team takes part in the Tickled Trout charity quiz each month. 
This month our book group are reading Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel 
Joyce and our Film Club will be watching Downton Abbey; A New Era. 
Prizes are given for our high achievers! 
 
 
We also have an active lunch group, which does the rounds of local 
hostelries and eateries, and a walking group, as well as other regular 
opportunities for socialising with friends. We are also looking forward to a taster session at Loose 
Bowls Club in August. 
 
Our monthly meetings continue to be the second Wednesday of each month, 6.45pm for a 
7.00pm start at the WI Hall in East Farleigh. 
 
We are open to women of all ages and new members are always welcome. Check out our 
Facebook page, email us at TheFarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk, or just pop into our next meeting where 
we can guarantee tea, cake and a warm welcome.  
 
 
Lynn Stout 
President, The Farleighs WI 

 

mailto:TheFarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk
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