“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own
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AUTUMN IN WEST FARLEIGH
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WEST FARLEIGH EVENTS DIARY

1t November Fireworks (SOLD OUT)

3" November Remembering Service 3pm at Linton
10*" November 10.45 Remembrance Service at All Saints
12" November Charity Quiz at Tickled Trout
17" November Wateringbury Christmas Market see p.6
18" November Parish Council meeting
22/23 November Open Studio see p. 11
30*" November Xmas Market at Tickled Trout see p.6
6/7"" December Open Studio see p.11
10t December Charity Quiz at Tickled Trout
14" December Father Christmas Grotto at All Saints p.8

15" December 6pm Carol Service at All Saints

Distributed freely in November Edition 571
Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan, Sue Birchall, Katie O’Connor

Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

Deadline for the next issue is 20" November
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GREAT POTTERY EXPERIENCES

Learn to throw on a potter’'s
wheel, hand build, glaze, r EXPERIENCE RAKU [
and also experience the art 2 '
of Japanese Raku kiln EsT 2018 DATES AVAILABLE: BELOW
firing. BOOK NOW!

Sat 21st S
Based in East Farleigh - _ R S:t 12th Oi?t
1-1 or small groups SHALI—)O [-6 Sat 2nd Nov.

(all 10am-3pm)
Daytime (Mon to Fri) LEARN POTTERY
10am-1pm or 10am-12pm
2pm-5pm or 2pm-4pm

(all weather dependent)

Prices:
Adult £100 child £60
(Children 11-16yrs)

Evenings
Mon-Tues 6-9pm or 7-9pm
Saturday by appointment

only. Gift vouchers available.

. : www.shazpots.co.uk ;
g;lcei' dult £60 child £40 info@shazpots.co.uk L?fobézigzlzif: ((:c?:ltka ct:

Is: u cni .CO.
Zhrs Adult £40 child £30 @ Shazpotshandmadepottery ) Shazpots Or message 07725 059817

(Children 5-16yrs)
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Counselling - Foce-to-Face and onfing

IEMT (Integral Eyve Movement Therapy)
EFT (Emotional Freedon Technigue)

Recovery Coaching (substance misuse/abuse) WA fvourgupholstenygneeds
Women's Issues
@hasltenifaneyVVesEanleig il

Being someone with Fibromyalagia, | also specialise in
Chronic Pain and Fibromyalgia support.

Contact me for an informal chat
Zoe@zoerevellcounselling.com « 07809 555728
e _find_wyour_inner_peace

0 Find your inner peace - Zoe Revell Counselling & Coaching Maidstone
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wwwzoerevellcounselling.co.uk




TINA WOODHAMS GARDENING NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

Jumpers, coats and boots at the ready! Gardening is a fabulous way to keep
active and warm during the colder month of November. It can be the start of a
really productive time, catching up on all those tasks that we haven’t had time
for during the past busy months and preparing for the year ahead.

Protect plants and structures in anticipation of the forthcoming colder and
wetter weather ahead. Insulate outside pots in bubble wrap or hessian sacking
to protect from frost and prevent them from becoming waterlogged by raising

them off the ground for the winter using bricks or 'pot feet'. Move tender plants i _
in pots such as lemon trees, plumbago and oleander into the greenhouse or i
conservatory, this is also a good time to thin out any dead or damaged stems.

Lift gladiolus corms and begonias tubers to store in a dry and frost-free place over the winter
months. Any dead foliage should be removed to prevent rotting. It is prudent to protect the more
tender flowering bulbs and tubers over winter after cutting them down, those such as agapanthus
and dahlias will benefit from being covered with a mound of mulch or compost to prevent snow and
rain from gathering in the hollow part of the stems.

It has been, in previous years, good practice to dig up dahlias and store over winter, however as our
climate is gradually warming many gardeners are of the opinion that they are best left in the ground
and with our wetter winters now they can almost be impossible if lifted to dry enough to store

without rotting.

Continue to cut back yellowing foliage of perennial plants and prune roses
to prevent wind rock.

Keep clearing the seemingly endless mountains of fallen leaves from lawns
and pathways. Lawns will benefit from aeration to avoid waterlogging and
subsequent growth of moss; you can either use a lawn aerator or simply
insert a garden fork at regular intervals into the turf to create drainage holes.

As November is our bonfire season, burn any diseased garden waste that is not suitable for
composting, ensuring that you are permitted to do so first!

Now is a good time to plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year, these
perform better if they are planted deep so cover them with at least twice
their depth of soil or compost. Sow sweetpea seeds for an earlier show as
they overwinter well.

Plant bare-root trees, hedging, shrubs and roses ensuring that they are
staked and protected from pests such as rabbits using tree guards.

In the vegetable patch... protect your salads, peas and beans with cloches
bearing in mind that good ventilation is crucial so if necessary leave the ends open to ensure
adequate air circulation.

Leave any netting on brassicas to protect from pigeons and rabbits and check that ties on fruit and
vegetable supports are in good order to prevent against wind damage.

Tidy up strawberry plants, cutting off any dead leaves and removing runners which can then be

potted up to create new plants to replace any old ones, particularly those which are three years old
or more and producing fewer fruits. Apply grease bands around the trunks of fruit trees
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https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/flower-bulbs/begonia-tubers
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/fruit/fruit-plants/strawberry-plants

PASTORAL LETTER FOR NOVEMBER
FROM REV LORNA FAULKNER

On Wednesday 13" November this year, it is World Kindness
Day.

What is kindness?

Maybe it’s about words: thinking about what we want to say
and the way we are going to say it. Are my words going to
build someone up, encourage the best in them and for them?
Do they communicate in a way that reflects the innate value
of the person to whom | am speaking — or did they come with
an ‘edge’ that made that person wince uncomfortably,
feeling criticised or shamed in some way? Was | impatient or
irritable? Manipulative or spiteful? Could | have said it
better? Could | have been kinder?

Maybe it‘s about attitude: choosing to see the best in a person or situation. Do | carry suspicion and
negative expectations into my interactions with others or do | approach them with grace — assuming
well-meaning before malice? If | am upset by something someone says, or does, am | able to hold
that position of grace; make allowances for the irritations that might affect someone else’s day and
not just consider my own?

Maybe it’s an action: physically doing for others what we can; noticing their needs; keeping our eyes
open for the opportunities we have to help someone; to do something that makes someone else’s
day lighter and helps them feel that they are seen and cared about.

| think it’s all three.

Kindness in our words, attitudes, and actions, can change the course of someone’s day. Maybe even
their life, | suppose. And it changes our day too. Being kind on purpose feels good! We are made for
it: The Bible speaks time and time again of God’s loving-kindness and also tells us humanity was
created in God’s image. Kindness is part of our spiritual DNA.

You wouldn’t know it, looking around the world right now. As we read and watch the news unfold on
a daily basis — the pain and devastation of war. The political division; the fear of the future; the rising
violence among our young people...

It can feel pretty hopeless. But let’s not let it stop us from trying; from sowing the seeds of kindness
in our communities.

One of my favourite Bible passages is Ephesians, chapter 4. It ends with the exhortation to ‘be kind
and compassionate to one another...” Couldn’t we all do with a bit more of that? And maybe we
could manage it for more than just one day!

Love and blessings to you.

Lorna Faulkner

Lorna can be contacted on the Benefice website. https://unitedbenefice.church/contact-2/
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November Services at All Saints
Sunday 10th 10.45 Remembrance Service (note later start)
Sunday 24th 9.30 Morning Worship

Remembering service at Linton Sunday 3" 3pm.
A service to remember those we have lost. Recently or in the past.

West Farleigh Carol Service December 15" 6pm

LITTLE ANGELS

A mother and toddler group in West Farleigh Church 1pm every Friday in term
time. From babies to pre-schoolers. Mums, Dads, Grandmothers, Grandfathers
and carers all welcome. Coffee for adults, lots of toys and fun for all.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

Meeting: 16" September 2024

Next Meeting: 18" November 2024 at 7.30pm In Bramley Barn at
Dandelion Time.

The public discussion identified a number of concerns. An issue with
vegetation/weeds along one side of Charlton Lane. There were concerns
raised about an event held at the Tickled Trout pub which caused cars to
park along Lower Road, making it impossible for residents to walk along the
pavement and traffic issues. Concern was also raised about the frequency
of events being held at the pub and the impact this is having on the
community from a noise perspective. These concerns are going to be

investigated further. Fﬂ R L E IG H

Play Area
e The Rotabounce has been reinstated at no extra cost to the Parish Council.
e Thereis an issue with the basket swing being thrown over the top of the frame. The Clerk is
investigating options to prevent this happening.

Defibrillators

o The defibrillator at the Good Intent has now been installed and has been registered with The
Circuit and now emergency ready.

Highways
e The drainage issues on Smiths Hill are back with numerous incidents of flooding. The
drainage team have been contacted and we are awaiting an update.
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e Concerns have been raised regarding the lack of white lines on the newly resurfaced section
of Smiths Hill and Lower Road. KCC Highways had responded that the road is not wide
enough to accommodate a central white line.

e 20 mph limits cannot be progressed any further following a response from Clir Webb.

The full minutes of the Parish Council meeting can be found on the Parish Council website. We
would also take the opportunity to encourage residents to attend the meetings to share their views
in the 15 minutes public discussion at the beginning.

CHRISTMAS MARKET AT THE TICKLED TROUT

The Tickled Trout are holding their Christmas Market on Saturday 30t
November 12-4 There will be lots to buy much of it from local traders.
Start your Christmas shopping here.

There will be refreshments, obviously!

WATERINGBURY VILLAGE CHRISTMAS MARKET
SUNDAY 17" NOVEMBER 2024

1:00p.m. —5:00p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL + CAR
PARK

CHRISTMAS TREE + CROSSROADS LIGHTS SWITCH ON AT
4:00p.m.

Mulled Wine, Christmas Foods

Over 25 stalls: Preserves, Fudge, Honey, Meat, Bread,
Candles, Chocolates, Plants,

Jewellery, Beauty + many others

Personalised items — order yours for unique Christmas
gifts

Raffle - proceeds to Brain Tumour Research Amazing
Prizes with donations from local businesses and from our
own stall holders

Relax with friends over a drink + snack before watching
the lights switch on.

EDITORIAL APOLOGY: in the October LIFELINE, we mistakenly referred to this Wateringbury
Christmas Market as the Yalding Christmas market. Sorry, Wateringbury! (and Yalding).
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CANINE CORNER WITH REBECCA

The Schnauzer can be traced back to Germany, to as far as the
15th century.

Although how they began is highly debatable topic, it is believed
the breed descended from a mix of working dogs, including the
German Pinscher, and some terrier breeds. They were originally
known as Wire-Haired Pinschers, it
wasn’t until the 19th century they
were known as Schnauzers or
‘Mittelschnauzer’ (Medium Schnauzer)

The word ‘Schnauzer’ means beard, one of the breeds most recognised
characteristics along with their distinctive eyebrows which help the dog
display their cheeky facial expressions.

This energetic and playful breed was originally developed as a farm dog,
primarily a ratting dog to control vermin in stables and homes.

Its robust build, keen intelligence and excellent hunting instincts made it
well suited for this task. Along with its stocky build and tenacity to find
prey, its bushy beard helped keep its face protected when hunting. Due to its alertness it was also
valued for its ability to sound the alarm, and guard properties and livestock.

There are three sizes of Schnauzer, the original being the classed as the ‘standard’.

In the 17th century the ‘Giant Schnauzer’ or ‘Riessenschnauzer’ was introduced. The breeds creation
came about by crossing the Standard Schnauzer with larger breeds, likely the Great Dane and
possibly the Bouvier des Flandres.

The giant breed that is confident and bold was valued for its strength, intelligence and versatility. It
served several roles, including driving the cattle, guard dog and general farm dog. The breed was
essential for farmers who needed a reliable and protective companion and guard dog who would
deter intruders and keep the livestock safe.

Later, towards the end of the 18th century came the desire for a smaller version of the Standard. So
the Standard was mixed with the Affenpinscher to create the ‘Miniature Schnauzer’. Or
Zwergschnauzer (Dwarf Schnauzer)

While being small in size it certainly makes up for in personality. This friendly and sociable dog has
heaps of spirit, which has made it such a desirable companion dog.

The miniature schnauzer is now the most popular size of Schnauzer in the UK. Most likely down to
their size and adaptability, they are often referred to as a big dog in a small body. They can be very
vocal but rarely aggressive, they are up for anything and interested so make an ideal busy family
dog. They do however require a firm and patient owner when it comes to training due to their
stubborn side. They have a wiry double coat that hardly sheds, so ideal for allergy sufferers. It does
however require regular grooming, trimming or hand stripping.
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Why does my dog do that ?

Some dogs will spin in circles and scratch at their bedding causing a huge mess before laying down.

Your dog is tapping in to its ancient canine heritage when it circles, digs and tramples. Well before
we had the modern baskets or sofas, dogs in the wild had to sleep in the open if they weren’t near a
den. At bedtime, packs of dogs would huddle together for warmth and protection. Circling provided
room, in the trampled down grass or other vegetation for them all to camp down in comfort, often
making the bed far bigger than needed. The reason for this was to fool possible predators into
making themselves appear larger in the hope that the predator may decide to go elsewhere and
hunt for a smaller more vulnerable target.

Father Christmas at West Farleigh Church

When—Saturday 14th December 11am to 3pm £5 per child visit with Father Christmas and an early
Christmas present.

Join in with other festive activities including:

- Children’s craft table

- EIf shop to buy surprise presents for Mum & Dad
- Photo booth

- Guess the number of Lego pieces

- Face Painting

- Post box for letters to Father Christmas

- Decorate a gingerbread man

- Festive Refreshments

- Plus more......

To book your child’s place please e-mail sue birchall@yahoo.co.uk with your children’s name & age.

Volunteers are always welcome to help, please contact as above. Also if you have anything suitable
for children’s gifts etc or can help make refreshments etc do contact Sue, as above.

Page 8



WELCOME TO THE SPRECKLEYS

Rachel and Alex Spreckley have moved into the Oast,
Smiths Hill. They have come from Sutton Valence and are
already smitten with West Farleigh. They love the
countryside, the views and the very friendly villagers! Their
two sons Archie and Fergus are adjusting to a new
environment, but adjacent to their house they have a field,
which is already sporting football goals. They are keen to
get involved and join in village events. They bought their
Firework tickets as soon as they came on sale!

Alex is a Financial Planner and Rachel is an artist, who was
delighted to find that the Oast has a suitable large room on
the ground floor, which makes a great studio. She started
off as a fashion designer, but has moved on to wildlife
paintings. They are lovely. Have a look at her website.

www.rachelspreckleyart.com

Rachel is opening her studio to the public and especially
villagers. There will be originals and prints for sale. See p 11

THE KEMPS SAY GOODBYE

The end of an era of the Kemp family living in West
Farleigh. When | say an era, the Kemps moved to West
Farleigh just after WWII, when Ron Kemp worked for
Doctor Morlock and we lived in a small cottage just beyond
the church.

In 1966 when Rookery Row was built, General Norman
wrote to my father Ron Kemp and said “we can’t have one
of Farleigh’s best cricketers living outside the village, come
and live in Rookery Row”. My mum & dad Ron & Jean
moved in. | even lived here during time at home from the
RAF. When dad passed away in 2002 and mum left us in 2005, Janet and | moved in.

Now 19 years later, we are moving to live with our youngest son and his family in Letchworth
Garden City.

We will miss living here and leave many good friends behind. Thank you all for making us so
welcome.

Derek and Janet Kemp

n::“ h q d I U m COXHEATH VETERINARY COXﬁEATH

I intingi : PRACTICE
rint'arge format printinginvites ; =
Signs ban ne‘rs Stl C ke rsflyers 6 Westerhill Road, Coxhea

window graphics dés| gn newsletters Professional Pet Healthcare in a bright, caring friendly
site boardsposte rsbooklets atmosphere

orders of service business cardsbrochu res Modern Diagnostic & Operating Facilities

ea-ﬂ e-tS pull-up banners t-shirt print Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30 am - 7pm; Sat: 2am - 12 noon
building plans printed magnetic vehicle signs

) PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCVS
27-31 St Andrews Road, Maidstone, Kent MET6 9AN For Appointments or 24 emergency cover, phone 01622

e: info@hadlum.co.uk t:01622 727403 734888
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end. She is greatly missed by her family and all her friends at Evergreens and at church.

ANN LLOYD MORGANS
20™ April 1942 — 16™ August 2024

Ann was born in Tredegar, Wales and spent her early life growing up in
Banstead Surrey. After University she spent many years teaching in both
Wales and Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire.

Her passions in life were teaching, reading, her faith, travel and her much
loved family. When she was going on holiday she would buy and read books
about the place to learn about its history, culture and any other details she
could find. Everything was an adventure to her. Later in life she moved to
East Farleigh to be with her daughter and son in law. She joined craft clubs,
the WI, Evergreens and West Farleigh Church, and another new adventure

began.

Sadly she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, in the first week of lockdown. She
was determined to carry on and not let it get to her. She achieved this by living independently to the

LOCAL TRADES
Business Service Website Contact Phone email
Firefly Payroll www.fireflypayroll 01622 enquiries@firefly
Services Payroll .com Jason Hart 934110 payroll.com
Professional and
affordable 07885 nomuckinabout
No Muck'in About |cleaning services Sarah Dunn 634559 @outlook.com
www.heathsideele 07976 heathsideelectric
Heathside Electrical |Electrical ctrical.co.uk Sam Sephton 895001 al@gmail.com
Plumbing & 07973 darren@dward.bi
D. Ward Heating services Darren Ward 314266 z
Www.pestpurge.c 07758 richard@pestpur
Pest Purge Pest Control o.uk Richard Lee 615101 ge.co.uk
Fencing and 07709 Topdogmaintena
Top Dog fencing Gates Sam Morton 530166 nce@icloud.com
http://www.castle
Castle Portable Loo portableloohire.co 07990 castleplh@gmail.
Hire Ltd Events .uk/ Steve Millsom 606067 com
Facebook/Instagram
Hairdressing & | @hairtraditional.ma 01622
Hair Traditional beauty idstone 817800
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rachelspreckleyart.com

Smiths Hill Oast
Smiths Hill

) West Farleigh

ME15 oPG

TANTONS TREE
SURGEONS

Your Local Tree Experts
Fully Insured, qualified 8 experienced Inallaspects.oft
TreeSurgery, Site Clearance, Stump Grinding, WholeT
Land Clearance Machine for hire. Commerdal and|

W Ark.) on:

01622 630312
07738973053

KIRK-BROWN LTD
Chartered Surveyors

Planning and Building Regulation Applications
Homebuyer Survey Reports
Building Surveys
Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters
Defect Analysis
Professional Member of the Roval Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668
Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk

~) RACHEL
SPRECKLEY
ART

P

Tt

ov 22/23 10-3
December 6/7 10 -3

Original Paintings,
Limited Edition Prints & Cards

rachelspreckleyart@gmail.com

' ercising and socialising service in East Farlei
O rumand play OFF THE LEAD

Nazogs

We collect your doggie Mon-Fri
{Owner doesn’t need to be home)
Private secure dog friendly field
Exercise, play and socialise
Return your doggie home

£5 pick up & return cost

£30 for the 2 hour fun

Contact to arrange meet & greet:
Facebook ShazDogs

Email shazzer1965@hotmail.com
Message 07725 059817
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SPORTS REPORT BY TEL BAINES

FOOTBALL A mixed bag of results for our 1°* X1 last month, which began with a

NETBALL
A\
wes
9 ) CRICKET
e
_I.-' |
A

- Yoursin sport, Tel

5-2 victory over Sevenoaks, it was followed by a 3-1 defeat against
Tunbridge Well Foresters. Next a fine 4-0 win versus Tenterden and
the following week a very narrow defeat in the cup versus Roselands
3-2 after extra time. Finally Tunbridge Wells Foresters again and this
time we had sweet revenge when we won convincingly 5-1.

Our 2™ X1 started with a 3-0 defeat against Weald Wolves,
unfortunately another loss followed going down 3-2 away to
Tatsfield. Finally, this month we played Tunbridge Wells 4" X1 and
least said about this, the better as we lost 8-1.

UNDER 14s

Our Under 14 lads have started brilliantly in the Premier division
after gaining promotion last session. So far 100% success! Victories
over Lordswood 4-1, Greenways 3-2, Bearsted 5-0 and an amazing
11-0 over Cuxton in the cup. Let’s hope their fine start continues.

Do go and cheer on the youngsters.

Our girls began this month with a 63-30 defeat against Attack and a
much tighter game came next but again going down 33-23, but very
pleased to report our final game this month was a victory over
Headcorn 32-22. The netball ladies play on Tuesdays at Aylesford
Rugby Club from 7.10. You would be welcome to go and watch. If
you would like to play contact Sharona on website below.

Our final game was a win over local rivals, Teston. Our match against
Benenden was cancelled.

CLUB NEWS
Lucky Winners
75 Sarah Brookes £30

22 Jack Martin £20
33 Paul Baines £10

TAKING YOUR PHONE TO THE MATCH? WHY NOT SEND PICTURES OF OUR
SPORTSMEN IN ACTION TO editor@thefarleighs.co.uk. We can use them.

PS. More sports news on Sports Club website http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/
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THE EVERGREENS

At our last meeting our speaker was not able to attend, through no
fault of his own. We played Bingo instead. Lots of laughs and
banter. Followed by afternoon tea, with our usual amazing cakes.
They are to die for!! Our lunch menu, the following fortnight, was
Bangers and Mash!

At our Afternoon tea meeting on Tuesday, 12" November Our leader Katie and Dr Bob will talk to
us about Bee keeping. Yes! They do get stung.

If you would like to join us email Katie O’Connor katieeth66@gmail.com or ring Helen 01622 814445.
We can offer lifts to those living in East and West Farleigh. We meet in the WI Hall Forge Lane East
Farleigh.

If you are able to offer lifts, please give Helen your phone number and she will compile a list. As long
as you do not accept money, you will be covered on your insurance, as you are just giving your
neighbour a lift! helenappledore@gmail.com

THE FARLEIGHS W.I.

Firstly, a big thank you to everyone in the villages who turned out for the afternoon tea at the end of
September which raised nearly £500 for MacMillan. It was lovely to see the WI hall so full of people
from the area.

The crafters of the WI are currently being kept busy as the
sunflowers that have recently decorated the outside of the WI hall,

celebrating national WI day, are being replaced with knitted and
[ e crocheted poppies to mark Remembrance Day.

INSPIRING WOMEN As \./w.eI.I as arts an.d craft, we continue to offer a wide variety of
activities and social events for local women. Our darts group
continues to meet at the Good Intent every Monday and we also
have an active lunch club, a walking group, and a book club. We are

always looking for new activities to try so if you have a particular interest that you enjoy and are
looking for like-minded women to join you, come along and meet us.

Our monthly meetings continue to be the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm at the WI Hall in
East Farleigh, and in November we will be doing some Christmas crafting in preparation for our
Christmas party at the December meeting.

We are open to women of all ages and new members are always welcome. Check out our Facebook
page, email us at TheFarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk, or just pop into our next meeting where we can
guarantee tea, cake and a warm welcome.

Lynn Stout

President, The Farleighs WI Rg ;rf?:tg

Brandenbury Oast, Collier Street
Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9RH

All types of roofing work undertaken, including:
Flat Roofing Tiling
Lead Work Slating
Gutters Fascias

Tel: 01892 730581 « Mob: 07850 785381
Email: office@barrettroofing.co.uk
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The Farleighs’ Falcon’s Fireworks?

Sorry for the laboured alliteration, | can hear the groans even as I’'m writing it. But
the fireworks reference is timely, and my attention was recently alerted to the
awesome hunting skills of a sparrowhawk in my garden. This led me to think it
would be great if, once the ooh-ing and aah-ing at the fireworks is over, we might
like to consider the awe of another spectacular night-time display that has just been revealed by science.

I’'m referring to Peregrine Falcons, now surprisingly common in Kent, including birds that regularly patrol the
Medway Valley and surrounding Farleighs farmland, using the pylons to spy out their prey — usually pigeon-

sized as it’s not worth their while expending precious energy on taking anything smaller. A garden songbird,

for example, would be to them as a few peanuts with a G&T are to us.

At this time of year millions of birds are on the move, migrating south from their breeding areas in northern
Europe to warmer climes further south for the winter, and local keen birders listen out for their calls as they
pass over in the night. Ornithologists have theorised that many birds migrate at night to avoid airborne
predators like falcons — although the light spilling from urban areas now means that peregrines, at least, can
and do hunt successfully at night. They also believe that species that migrate by day fly at an even greater
height to avoid those same predators but have not been able to prove - or disprove - it. Until now.

Earlier this year scientists in the Netherlands fitted sophisticated satellite tags to Grey Plovers (close relatives
of our commoner Lapwings) trapped on their northward migration to the arctic to breed. Amongst other
things these tags measure the height the bird flies at, as well as time, speed and distance.

On 25™ May, at 25 minutes after sunset, travelling at a height of 3,000 metres over Sweden (nearly two miles
high!) one of the tags showed the bird had not only stopped flying, but had suddenly descended extremely
quickly — much faster than it would if it has just died. The most likely explanation was that the bird had been
hit by something travelling fast enough to take it straight downwards towards the ground, indicating that it
had probably been killed by a hunting peregrine. Peregrines hunt by stooping at up to 200 mph from above
their prey and have been recorded flying at 5,600 metres (three miles above sea level) on their own migratory
flights.

Unusually, evidence to prove this theory came to light when birdwatchers chance upon the remains of the
grey plover with its satellite tracker intact — close to a peregrine’s nest in Sweden.

Thomas K. Lameris

So enjoy the Farleigh Firework display, but let your imagination soar beyond — miles beyond - the
bursting rockets to wonder at the natural wildlife spectacular taking place out of sight above us

Ray Morris (lepiaf@hotmail.co.uk)
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Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable

e Friendly, local, experienced family-run
business since 2006

e Excellent local knowledge & throughout Kent

e No journey too short or too far

e Whole of Kent covered for long distance runs
(airports, seaports, stadiums, London etc.)

e 24/7 service, 365 days a year (whenbooked in advance)

e Competitive rates

e No extra charge after midnight wnhen booked in advance)

e All major credit & debit cards accepted

e Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats

e Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully
licensed and insured

e All drivers DBS checked and fully licensed
(badged) by local taxi licensing authority

L0078 777 177 44k
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PRODUCTS
TOKEEP YOUR VEHIGLE

INSIDE & OUT

FOR10% DFH!

Jewel Ilralttlll ondbrite House, . .
et #TimeToShine

:GARS/ MOTOR-HOMES / GARAVANS / MOTORBIKES / BIGYCLES / AIRGRAFT / BOATS
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