
 

 “Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”                          
     

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 

LIFELINE 

  
 

  
 

WEST FARLEIGH EVENTS DIARY 
Sat 9th Sept  All Saints Church - Ride & Stride 10-6pm and ALSO 
 at Trinity Church, Coxheath - Coffee, Cake & Music 10.30-2pm 
Sun 24th Sept  WF Cricket Pitch - Village Rounders 1pm all welcome see p.11 
Thu 28th Sept  WI Hall, E Farleigh - Macmillan Cancer Support coffee morning 

12-2pm  
Sat 30th Sep All Saints Church, WF - Harvest Supper 

  
Distributed freely in September 2023 Edi�on 558 

Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan, Sue Birchall, Ka�e O’Connor 
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk   Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

Deadline for the next issue is 20th September 2023 
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IN THE GARDEN WITH SARA CUSHING  
While I’m s�ll holding out for an Indian summer, the misty mornings we’ve 
had at the tail end of August certainly turned my thoughts towards 
autumn, though I’m not so keen to admit this... 
 
The most fabulous thing for me (as I write this in the last week of August 
a�er a muggy day of stormy downpours) is that just yesterday at the farm, 
we harvested our first watermelon var. Blacktail Mountain.  

 
We were warned it may be not so sweet as 
we are growing in the UK rather than 
the Mediterranean. Prepared for disappointment, we carried it up to the 
kitchen, s�ll warm from the day’s heat. The chefs carved it all up and we 
shared it out among us all working that 
a�ernoon. But ...it was the tas�est thing ever! 
It makes me think anything is possible... The 
20⁰s heat and all the rain we had towards the 
end of the month has meant that the borders 

are full of colour. It’s been a fabulous year for growing, plants haven’t been 
batered by extreme heat, many flowers are s�ll going beau�fully and I expect 
this to carry through certainly September at the least. I remember last year’s 
premature pulling up of many things that had died. Certainly not the case this 
year, so I’m prolonging the flowering period for as long as possible. I plan to 
keep feeding through to the end of September at least, ever with my weather eye focused on low 
temperatures. Deadheading to push through those final flowers, monitoring moisture levels and mulching 
towards the end of the month are all on the list! 
 

In the Borders 
 I’ve been keeping all the seeds! I love all the cotage garden 
favourites the an�rrhinums, the poppies, the foxgloves, nigella 
and calendula can all be sprinkled over the areas you’d like them, 
though you always get the rogues which appear randomly. I 
never mind these and love that they aren’t to plan! Deadheading 
is s�ll standard to keep pushing flower through for the next 
month, and toward the end of September and a�er flowering, 
clump-forming perennials for example Rudbekia and lemon balm 
can be li�ed. You can divide these into more plants by spli�ng 
with a sharp spade into quarters and replan�ng into any bare 
spaces you may have. Water in well whatever you replant, 
though these may look a bit sad for a day or two, they’ll soon 
pick up. Many roses are affected by Black Spot at this �me of 
year. Because I do not use detrimental chemicals, this can be 

treated with a product called Sulphur Rose, available from Greenacres Direct. This product treats the 
fungus and doesn’t poison bees or ladybirds, which are essen�al to our amazing natural environment! 
 
In the Veg Patch These condi�ons have meant that we’ve been pushing boundaries (as we do) at the 
Smallholding Farm. We are experimen�ng all the �me and wondering how late we can get in final 
sowing of things like beetroot which many had planned for about two weeks ago. These were sown 
into drills straight along the irriga�on lines to ensure a constant source of water and I will update you 
all next month! Cooler evenings in September and October will slow growth so maybe we will only get 
baby sized ones.  
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The direct sowings of peas which we did three weeks ago have just started flowering, which will lead 
to a super late crop, we hope! Peas should be prety much done by now so I’m looking forward to 
seeing how these work. With the days of August heat, some indoor-grown tomatoes may have slightly 
tougher skins but these are s�ll fine for cooking and any others coming on should benefit from slightly 
cooler September condi�ons. Cu�ng the leaves from the base to the next truss of fruits increases 
ven�la�on and allows sunlight through to ripen quickly.  
 
It is likely that squashes and courgetes have leaves which are showing signs of powdery mildew. A�er 
the dry of summer, damp mornings enable this fungus to thrive. I cut these leaves off and dispose of 
them far from my compost heaps. This increases ven�la�on and my chances of the produce not being 
affected. Any harves�ngs of main crop sweetcorn, carrots, beans and baby leeks can be con�nued this 
month and celeriac can be tried, though these can be le� though the next couple of months. If you’ve 
managed to keep the atacking pests from your cabbages, these should be good to go! 

 
 If you haven’t had the chance, now is the 
�me to take strawberry runners. 
Strawberry plants are produc�ve for a 
maximum of three years, so be brutal. 
Weak plants aren’t produc�ve and this 
year I’ve invested in a whole new variety 
‘Malling Champion’, producing approx 1kg 
of fruit per plant and which was 
developed in 2019. One of the latest to 
come from our own East Malling research 
sta�on htps://www.niab.com/niab-east-
malling. 
 

I love September because it’s when we preserve with all the bits le� over! Proper autumnal cooking 
goes on in our kitchen at home to preserve anything we can’t eat at the �me, so soups, passata (from 
tomatoes and peppers), dried seed such as coriander..  
 
I love seasonal flavours, but you can always extend some things a litle bit and push your Luck! 
 
Happy gardening! 
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COFFEE, CAKE & MUSIC! 
On Saturday 9th September 10.30am-2pm there is to be a coffee, cake and music event on the grassed 
area around Holy Trinity Church, Heath Road, Coxheath. A warm welcome has been extended to the 
residents of neighbouring villages. Why not go along and have some fun! 

 
RIDE & STRIDE – SATURDAY 9th SEPT 
On Saturday 9th September the annual Friends of Kent Churches Ride and Stride event takes place. This 
event raises funds to preserve the beautiful church buildings of Kent by participants getting sponsorship to 
cycle or walk to as many churches in Kent as they can between 10.00am until 6.00pm on the 
day.  Sponsorship forms can be obtained from Sue O'Donnell on 07429 491022 or 
email sueodonnell@talktalk.net.  
 
Our own church has benefited from a grant from this organisation in the past and last year the Ride and 
Stride event raised £124,565.00 to help other churches too.  If you’re not up to riding or striding you can 
still support this worthwhile cause by volunteering for an hour or so to offer the riders and striders 
refreshments when they visit All Saints, again please contact Sue O'Donnell for more information.    
 
HARVEST SUPPER ON SATURDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 
Saturday 30th September is the date for this year's Harvest Supper. Come and enjoy a delicious meal with 
your friends and neighbours at All Saints Church, West Farleigh.  There will be a bar serving drinks (for a 
dona�on), a raffle and entertainment.  Tickets cost £20 per person and can be reserved by contac�ng Sue 
O'Donnell on 07429 491022 or email sueodonnell@tallktalk.net.  This is always a popular event and 
numbers are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment! See you there! 
   
WEST FARLEIGH SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 2023 
by our Farleighs in Bloom team  

Judging for this year`s tallest sunflower compe��on took place 
on Saturday 12th August. And the triumphant winners were – 
drumroooolllllll please! - Ann Ayears and Rory Sharp! 
 
Ann’s magnificent sunflower reached a staggering 3.67m while 
Rory’s in the youngsters’ compe��on was not that far behind at 
an impressive 2.22m! A very well done to our green fingered 
winners and a massive thank you to all the others villagers who 
took part – each of whom received a sunflower keyring as a 
memento of their entry. Beter luck next year!  
  
The sunflowers have looked beau�ful all around the village!        
Gabby and Tina  
  
 

  LITTLE ANGELS  
A mother and toddler group in West Farleigh Church 1pm every Friday in term �me. 
From babies to pre-schoolers. Mums, Dads, Grandmothers, Grandfathers, and carers 
all welcome. Coffee for adults, lots of toys and fun for the youngsters.  
 
  

mailto:sueodonnell@talktalk.net
mailto:sueodonnell@tallktalk.net
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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17/7/23  

The Parish Council mee�ng was held on 17th July and the following subjects were discussed: 
 
A resident spoke about how badly the footpath was le� a�er the hedge had been cut along Lower 
Road between Teston and Church Lanes by KHS as the hedge trimmings had not been cleared, this 
will be followed up.  
 
Becca Burns is the new village PC covering this area and crimes of any nature should be reported to 
Kent Police for her aten�on either via 101 or online. It was agreed to make a dona�on to the Village 
Neighbourhood Watch Group for the purchase of signs for the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 
 
 It is hoped that the recently planted oak and cherry trees will now recover following extra watering 
a�er the recent heatwave. It was agreed that beter maintenance of the grass was needed in the play 
area and this has now been added to the grounds maintenance contract. There has already been a 
no�ceable improvement in the �diness of the whole area thanks to immediate ac�on by the 
contractor.  
 
Children in the village have received a commemora�ve coin to mark the Corona�on of King Charles III. 
There are s�ll a few available for purchase at £2 each or if any children have been missed. Please 
email the Parish Clerk - clerk@wes�arleighparishcouncil.gov.uk with your contact details using the 
subject �tle “Corona�on Coin”. 
 
The next Parish Council mee�ng is to be held on 18th September at 7.30pm in Bramley Barn, 
Dandelion Time, Charlton Lane. 
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CANINE CORNER with Rebecca - THE BOXER DOG 
  
The Boxer first appeared late in the 19th century in Germany. It is believed that they were 
descendants of the now ex�nct ‘Bullenbaiser’ breed and were crossed with mas�ff, bulldog 
and possibly Great Dane or even a Terrier!  

They were developed in Germany ini�ally for the cruel sport of bull bai�ng. It is thought that their jaw, 
being undershot and wide, was developed in order for them to hold on to their prey un�l the master 
arrived. Boxers are famously known for their underbites. It’s also thought that the wrinkles on the side 
of the face were bred into the boxer so that excess blood couldn’t get into the dogs eyes when hun�ng. 

With the mouth being used to hold onto prey, it was necessary for them to be bred to have a nose with 
larger nostrils which would allow the dog to breathe more efficiently during the struggle of the game. 
Nowadays we know that breeding dogs with flater faces can actually cause issues such as breathing 
problems, however back when the dog was first being developed it was thought to be more beneficial 
than hur�ul. 

Fortunately for both animals, bullbai�ng was eventually outlawed and the dogs became used for other 
working jobs including cart pulling, livestock herding in slaughterhouses, and hun�ng. More recently 
they were used as messenger dogs in WW1, patrol dogs, guide dogs and police dogs.  

Why are boxers called boxers? - there are a few ideas on this but the most popular thought is that they 
are called boxers because of the way they play on their hind legs and box with their front paws.   

The boxer has a great temperament. They are fun, intelligent, cuddly, loyal, friendly dogs that love being 
part of an ac�ve family. They are slow to mature and o�en s�ll act like puppies un�l they are around 
three years old. Their life span is around 10-12 years old. 

I have a regular called George and he has only just matured now being 4. He o�en played the goofy dog 
and was full of mischief and fun wan�ng nothing more than to chase his friends around and play. He’s 
s�ll a fun loving dog but he’s chilled so much and will happily sleep all evening when he’s boarding with 
me a�er a good play and a walk. 
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ARE YOU 60+, RETIRED AND LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE? 
  

We are looking for a single person/couple who would like to 
live in Linton in one of our 5 Almshouses situated on the main 
bus route. It will be available shortly at an atrac�ve rent, 
including hea�ng, hot water and other facili�es.   
The Almshouses are let unfurnished and consist of living room, 
fited kitchen (without appliances), bedroom and shower 
room. There is a small garden for each house, together with a 
communal garden. Preference will be given to those having 
connec�ons with Linton. 
   

Applica�on forms are available from: The Clerk to the Trustees, Mrs K Cooper, Linton Park 
Almshouses, c/o Forge Cotage, Linton Hill, Linton, Maidstone, Kent ME17 4AW  Tel: 01622 741494 
email:cooperkath2@gmail.com.  

   

HUNTON BEER FESTIVAL 2ND SEPT 12.30-6.30PM 
Take your family and friends to this relaxed event at Hunton Village Club (West 
Street, ME15 0RS). There will be a wide range of local cask ales, a selec�on of 
unusual spirits and plenty of so� drinks, bacon and other rolls, as well as 
fabulous homemade cakes for purchase. Steph’s ice creams is also hoping to 
pay a visit! There will be an area for plants and produce plus a Tombola and ac�vi�es for small 
children. Sharon Winter will be providing musical entertainment. Entrance charge – adults £2, 
children free. Parking at Hunton Village Hall. 

Before the beer fes�val, The Linton Walkers will be leading a walk (90 mins) from Hunton Village Hall 
car park at 11am prompt ending at Hunton Club. All welcome for £1 a head which is donated to local 
good causes. 
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PASTORAL LETTER BY LORNA FAULKNER 
  
Apparently, September is Na�onal Honey Month. The bees have been 
busy all summer and are now beginning to prepare to bed in for the 
winter. So, in honour of all their hard work, this month’s musings are 
based on that rich, sweet, liquid gold; that miracle of the hive that just 
tastes so good on a thick crusty slice of toast or s�rred into a bowl of 
creamy porridge. 
 
Honey is an�bacterial. Honey comes against the �ny litle unseen beas�es that burrow their way 
into wounds and sore places. It cleans out dirt we didn’t even know was there. It helps to destroy 
would-be body-invaders before their nas�ness gets a grip on our immune systems. Medical grade 
honey is applied to sep�c wounds, cleansing and healing. 
Honey is an an�oxidant. Honey, they say, works wonders. Dispersing poison and reversing the effects 
of it. It rounds up and helps to neutralise the irritants that collect and threaten to damage the fabric 
of our cells. (Ok, my exact honey science might be a litle off, but you get the idea!) Purifying. 
Honey is an�-inflammatory. Honey takes something angry in our system and calms it down. Where 
our bodies are in state of high alert, ready to fight, stressed and stretched – honey helps to disarm it. 
Honey is soothing. I can assure you that it makes a REALLY good skin moisturising mask too. 
Brightening and so�ening. 
 
Honey also gets a few men�ons in the Bible. Here’s one of my favourites: ‘Gracious words are like a 
honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.’ Proverbs 16:24. 
 
If gracious words are like honeycomb, dripping with goodness, what might happen when we choose 
to use gracious words? Gracious words are an�bacterial – they can come against the litle niggles of 
life that seek to infect our friendships and families. Gracious words are an an�oxidant – they can help 
flush out the poison meant to damage and destroy a person’s sense of well-being, self-worth and 
security. Gracious words are an�-inflammatory – they can take a situa�on loaded with stress and 
confronta�on – a situa�on threatening to develop into something nasty - and calm it. Disarming us, 
and others. Gracious words can so�en hard places and brighten our view of the world and the 
people around us. 
 
Gracious words are good for us. They’re good for the soul – for the mind and heart. And what’s good 
for the soul is good for the whole person. So, let’s mark Na�onal Honey month in our homes and 
communi�es by gracing one another’s lives with some sweet and gracious words in these coming 
weeks.  
 
Happy September to you all! 
 
Lorna 
 

SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS  
Sunday 10th September  9.30am Communion –– David Jones 
Sunday 24th September    9.30am Morning Worship – Lorna Faulkner  
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LOCAL TRADES  
  

Business  Service  Website  Contact   Phone  
email  

Firefly Payroll 
Services  Payroll  

www.fireflypayroll 
.com  Jason Hart  

01622  
934110  

enquiries@firefly 
payroll.com  

No Muck'in About  

Professional and 
affordable 
cleaning services    Sarah Dunn  

07885  
634559  

nomuckinabout 
@outlook.com  

Heathside Electrical  Electrical  
www.heathsideele 
ctrical.co.uk  Sam Sephton  

07976  
895001  

heathsideelectric 
al@gmail.com  

D. Ward  
Plumbing &  
Hea�ng services    Darren Ward  

07973  
314266  

darren@dward.bi 
z  

Pest Purge  Pest Control  
www.pestpurge.c 
o.uk  Richard Lee  

07758  
615101  

richard@pestpur 
ge.co.uk  

Top Dog fencing  
Fencing and 
Gates    Sam Morton  

07709  
530166  

Topdogmaintena 
nce@icloud.com  

Castle Portable Loo 
Hire Ltd  Events  

htp://www.castle 
portableloohire.co 
.uk/  Steve Millsom  

07990  
606067  

castleplh@gmail. 
com  

  
Hair Tradi�onal  

Hairdressing & 
beauty  

Facebook/Instagram 
@hairtradi�onal.ma 
idstone    

01622  
817800    
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SPORTS REPORT  
  
FOOTBALL :  Friendlies and training are going well and hopefully we will hit the 
ground running when both teams kick off in the Sevenoaks League in early 
September. 

 

  

NETBALL : Our winter season starts on 12th September. Match reports will follow. 

 

  

CRICKET : Weather was a significant factor for both our teams last month as four 
out of nine scheduled games were rained off. 
The 1st XI played twice: bea�ng Cudham Wise by 25 runs and then scoring a massive 
295 runs against Betsham to ul�mately only beat them by 40 runs! Meanwhile, our 
2nd  XI lost to Bidborough & Leigh when we bowled them out for only 132 runs but 
then only scored 77 ourselves!  

This month’s lucky Ton Up winners were:  
No.9 Andy Starr £30 
No.64 Kevin Shilling £20 
No.66 Mathew Boseley £10 
 
WEST FARLEIGH/RINGSTEDT FOOTBALL TOUR 28-31ST JULY 2023 
 
We welcomed our friends from Ringstedt 
recently for another enjoyable and 
successful tour. There were fewer tourists 
this year but what they lacked in numbers 
they made up for in quality! We had plenty 
of �me socialising, we played crazy golf and 
had a site seeing day in London. The 
football itself turned out to be a Farleigh 
training session as the majority of our visitors were struggling with “jet-lag” – as you can see in the 
photo! Many thanks to all those who helped make the tour such a success. Prost!  
     
Sunday 24th September at 1pm will see the second annual village rounders compe��on. Please get 
in touch to let us know if you are playing – it’s not too late to enter! Call me on 07761 355518.  
When the apples are ripe next to our changing rooms at Charlton Lane – please come along and help 
yourselves! 
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OUR ALESSIA AND THE WOMEN’S WORLD CUP 
Once again our very own Alessia Russo played a part in England’s lionesses making history by making 
it to the World Cup Final on 20th August. Alessia played her very first football with us here at West 
Farleigh between the ages of 5 and 8 and can be seen below (front right) with her male team mates 
as the proud winners of the Weald of Kent Cup in 2007! 

 
She had a fabulous World Cup tournament 
scoring three goals for England with the 
third against Australia being the goal that 
secured our place in the final! Although 
ul�mately, the final didn’t go the way we all 
hoped – Alessia and her team mates have 
certainly done West Farleigh and English 
football proud in recent years! Lionesses we 
salute you!  
 
Yours in sport, Tel  

 
THE EVERGREENS   
Well, what a day out we had! Our group of Evergreens and 
friends met on Lower Road on a cloudy Tuesday in August. A 
coach driven by a charming young man arrived and he told 
us of our route off the main roads to get to Deal, via 
Brogdale in Faversham where we could stop for coffee. We 
drove through lovely countryside and some very prety 

Ken�sh villages. Then on a very narrow lane close to our coffee stop, the coach lurched violently to 
the le� and the nearside front wheel ended up in the ditch with a flat tyre and the coach at a 
significant angle!! There was no panic (well may be the odd yelp!) even when the driver tried to 
reverse us out of the ditch and we ended up further in it at an even more alarming angle!  

He called for a replacement and got us out through the back emergency door which was now several 
feet higher off the ground  than usual! Fortunately he was a strong young man as, he had to li� some 
of our more frail members bodily down to the road! So, now there were 26 of us in the middle of 
nowhere nearly 2 miles from Brogdale, with an assortment of wheelchairs, walkers and s�cks! On 
contac�ng the coffee stop to say we were going to be late they kindly sent two knights in shining 
armour on their trusty steeds (in their large cars) to save us! Fortunately, this shutle service soon 
had us all sat down with those much needed drinks in their very welcoming café. The replacement 
coach duly arrived and off we set once more – we were seeing the sea come what may!  

When we finally arrived at Deal too late for our lunch bookings, we dispersed to find eateries to suit. 
Some had fish and chips out of the paper on the Promenade, some ate F&C inside whilst others went 
to an Italian restaurant, only open for a week, and had grilled cod and chips, washed down with a 
glass of fine Rose! (We were hungry, not very mobile and it was close by!) We didn’t have enough 
�me to go along to Walmer to explore further as planned so most had a wander around the shops or 
along the front in the rain before indulging in ice creams as a last seaside treat! Despite our 
adventures, a grand and memorable day was had by all! Nothing gets in the way of the Evergreens 
having fun - what a stoical lot? 
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THE FARLEIGHS W.I.   
The August mee�ng opened with the usual chater and laughter whilst 
enjoying the en�cing refreshments provided by our hostesses. Our speaker 
Derek Marsh, an experienced gardener, gave an interes�ng, informa�ve and 
some�mes humorous talk about the Secrets of a Walled Garden. He also 
shared his photos of his prolific vegetable garden with us all. 

At the �me of going to press we were also looking forward to two further 
August dates. A visit to the theatre to see Kinky Boots and also an excellent speaker, Kim White OBE 
on the 30th August at the WI Hall. Kim is an ex-policewoman and was going to be talking about her 
career in the Met Police. If you missed joining us for Kim’s talk you are very welcome to join us in 
support of the very worthwhile charity Macmillan Cancer Support when we run a coffee and cake 
morning at our East Farleigh Hall on the 28th September 12- 2pm. All are welcome, tell your friends 
and family and help us to raise a great dona�on! 

Coming up, we are arranging a Halloween Disco on 28th October so watch this space for �ckets as 
this is also open to all. At the September WI Mee�ng we have an interes�ng speaker Leslie, talking 
about the healing proper�es of Arts and Cra�s. On 29th November Tony Harris is making a return 
appearance when he will be presen�ng ‘Hercules Poirot‘ and solving a mystery disappearance. This 
popular open evening fills quickly, so please book.  

We are always happy to welcome new members. If you would like more informa�on, please contact 
us at: thefarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk. 

Pam Lindon, The Farleighs WI Hall, Forge Lane, East Farleigh. 

 

   

The more things change … 

Late August into September, it’s always the same: “What’s happening, 
where have all my garden birds gone?” Short answer? Not very far. 
They’re either skulking in undergrowth or feeding on the mass of wild 
plant and insect food becoming available in the wider countryside. 

The reason they skulk is because most small garden and farmland 
birds are moul�ng their old, worn feathers and growing a new set. This means they must divert 
energy to feather growth – easier to do when it’s not needed for keeping warm – so si�ng about in 
bushes allows them to do this. Starlings (love ‘em or hate ‘em) replace every feather on their body. 
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These two youngsters, for example, are 
partway through the process. Dull brown 
juvenile feathers can s�ll be seen on their 
back and head, but they have new adult 
wing feathers, and one has a tail that is a 
mixture of both. Over the coming winter, 
the �ps of the new feathers will slowly 
wear away to reveal the iridescent bluey 
green breeding plumage in �me to atract 
a mate next spring. 

 

 

Moul�ng birds are no longer looking their best either! I’m frequently asked if the scruffy robin, o�en 
with gaps in its plumage where the old feather have been dropped as the new ones start to grow, 
has been atacked by a cat. Ironically that is more likely to happen at this �me of year as birds are 
less nimble in flight due to lack of flight feathers so are easy prey for predators – sparrowhawks for 
example and, sadly, those pesky moggies. The response is usually “no, they are just having a bad hair 
day!” 

You can see the changes in this moul�ng robin. 
Note the missing flight feather from its wing, 
with the new feather emerging in its place. 
The full moult can take more than a month so, 
combined with the plen�ful fruits, seeds and 
insects in the wider countryside, it’s not 
surprising our gardens feel strangely empty. 

Migra�on may also be part of the explana�on 
for the scarcity in the garden. But while most 
familiar garden birds remain here, many 
woodland and scrubland birds species move to 
warmer climes, o�en dropping off in a garden 
for a day to take advantage of the free food on 

offer to fuel their journey. They usually disappear the next day – most small birds migrate at night 
using the stars for guidance and to avoid avian predators. If, by chance, an unusual bird turns up in 
your garden try to snap it and send the pic to Lifeline for iden�fica�on. 

So, keep your eyes open. You’ll be surprised what passes through just when you think your birds 
have all gone! 

 Ray Morris 
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